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George Lucas was born on May 14, 1944 in Modesto, California. 
While attending Modesto Junior College, he met filmmaker Haskell 
Wexler who encouraged him to study at the University of Southern 
California Film School. As a student Lucas made eight films, one of 
which entitled 7HX77138:4EB, ascience fiction short, won the Third 
National Student Film Festival award. 

After making a number of short films and one feature film, 
Lucas co-wrote and directed American Graffiti in 1973. Nominated 
for five Academy Awards, American Graffiti won the Golden Globe 
Award for the best comedy motion picture, and two other awards 
for the best screenplay. 

Star Wars, the story of Luke Skywalker and his fight against the 
evil Darth Vader, is already being called a science fiction classic. With 
its fast-paced action and assortment of colorful characters, it so im- 
pressed the industry that Star Wars won six Academy Awards. 

George Lucas is still growing as a writer and as a filmmaker. 
Some critics believe, in fact, that he is among the best in the country. 
* He and his wife Marcia live in San Anselmo, California. 
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Star Wars 5 


/t was a time of civil war* in the galaxy.** The evil “Dark Lord” 
Darth Vader and his troops of soldiers were trying to crush a 
small group of men fighting against them. These men, the Rebels, 
knew that the Imperial Fee ida ** which ruled the galaxy 
had grown too strong. They feared that its leader, Darth Vader, 


and his evil friends would try to make the people of the galaxy 
their slaves. 


As the story begins, a 
small Rebel spacecraft 
has been attacked by 
Darth Vader’s huge 
warship. Somehow the 
Dark Lord has learned 
that the beautiful 
Rebel leader, Princess 
Leia Organa, has hidden 
the plans to his deadly 
/mperial battle station 
aboard her ship. Should 
she escape with the 
plans, the Rebels would 
surely find a way to 
destroy the battle sta- 
tion. Thus they could 
end the harsh rule of 
the empire. 


“a war in which a group of states or countries under one government fight against each other 
**a group of stars and planets that form a “system” in space 
***rulers of more than one country or planet 
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/nside the Rebel spacecraft, 
Princess Leia fed the secret 
plans into the “brain” of a 
‘droid* called Artoo Deetoo. 


After Artoo left, Leia heard 
several loud crashes behind her. 


wan Kenobi on the planet 


Beep, - 


Meanwhile, Artoo had 
joined his friend, the ‘droid 
See Threepio, at the end of 
a hallway, where the life 
pods** were kept. 


You have to go 
where? Oh, no— 
I'm not Sonny 
with you. We’l 


We will not get away this time, 
Artoo. Take these plans to Obi- 


Tatooine. He will know how to 


You That’s what Good. 
won't you think, , Lord 
take Princess. ..". Vader 


will want 
to ques- 
tion her! 


She'll be all 


Just then something exploded in the 
hallway behind Threepio. As flames 
burst out all around him, he jumped 
into the pod beside Artoo. 


Z, \'m going to be sorry for 
{ Zz doing this, but | won’t 
% worry about it right now. 
Let’s get out of here! 


/n a moment they were hurtling 
through open space. 


*a short form of ‘‘andfoid,” a robot used to do the work of a human being 
**small spaceships used in emergencies in the same way as lifeboats would be used on an 


ocean liner 
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Meanwhile, inside the starship, the Princess Leia was being 
taken to the main hallway where Darth Vader waited for her. 


Lord Vader ... | should Don't play games with me, Princess. 
have known! How dare Where are the plans for the Death Star 
you blast your way intoa__ battle station? .. . Very well. If you 
starship on a diplomatic don’t want to tell me now, you can 
mission?* The government tell me later. Take her away! 

will not stand for this! 


Then the plans must 
be in that pod. Fol- 
low it, and find 
those tapes! 


The tapes that contain ou 
tle station plans are not on this 


that a life eat got ray just as 
f Pri s Lei 
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It did not take long for Artoo and 
Threepio to reach Tatooine. Once 
there, however, the two ‘droids could 
not agree on the route* they would 
take across the desert. 


Well, "don’t 
want to go 
that way! It’s 
too rocky. 
What makes 
you think 
someone 
might live 
over there 
anyway? ’ 


Don’t give me that 
story about a mis- 
sion** again! Go 
that way. But 
don’t come to me 
W later asking for 
help. I’m going 
this way! 


Beep, beep! 
Beep, beep! 


Artoo walked alone under the hot —_ Artoo met Threepio again 
inside the Jawa sandcrawler. 


desert sun for what seemed like 
hours. Suddenly, from a nearby 
cave, a powerful ray shot out and 
knocked him down. Then, from 
their hiding place behind a large 
rock, came eight Jawas. *** 


**a special trip or errand 
***strange creatures who went about the desert looking for scrap metal to sell 
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| need two ‘droids, 
one to program* 
moisture vapora- 
tors** and one to 
repair them... 
All right, Ill take 
these two. 


Is Behave yourself, 
there Artoo! ...He 
says he belongs 
to Obi-wan 
Kenobi who lives 
near here. The 
recording is for 
. him alone. 


A young man, Luke, took the two 
‘droids into the garage. First he helped 
Threepio into an oil bath, then began 
cleaning the sand out of Artoo’s moving 
parts. Suddenly a small piece of metal 
broke loose ‘from Artoo, and a picture 
appeared. 


Obi-wan What's  Artoo says it’s 
Kenobi, this? nothing... 
help me! Whois only some old 
You're she? news someone 
my only » programmed, 
ho— > into him!, tH 


Beep, beep 
beep, beep! 


wie INS —S;, 
“give computer directions to a machine 
**large machines that change the outside air into water for growing plants 
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| don’t know an Obi-wan Kenobi, 
but old Ben Kenobi lives in the 
desert. He’s a hermit.* My uncle 
sends him away when he comes 
around here. 


As for someone named Obi-wan 
Kenobi, forget it! He was around 
years ago, but he must have died 
when your father did 


Just then, Luke’s aunt called him 
to dinner, and the picture of the 
beautiful girl faded away. At that 
moment he was not much inter- 
‘ested in eating, but he turned and 
walked back into the house. 


That Artoo You stay away 
‘droid says he from that old 
belongs to an = man! _He’s 
Obi-wan crazy, and 
Kenobi. Do brings bad luck’ 
you think he | anywhere he 
means old Ben? goes! 


All right. 1-1 think I'll 
finish cleaning up those 

two new ‘drotds. | wasn’t 
very hungry anyway. 


person who lives alone, far from the homes of other people 
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Back in the garage, Luke found a 
problem waiting for him. 


Early the next day Luke and 
Please, sir, it Oh, no! Are you 


Threepio set out to search 
for Artoo. 


wasn’t my telling me that 7 7 
fault. | told Arto is gone? A eetabota ie I ecg 
him not to go, It’s too late to 


out in the desert before 
Uf .. . Wait! Something's 
coming in on the scan- 
ner* and it just might be 
our little friend! 


but he kept look for him 

talking about — now. We'll have 
his “mission.” to go tomorrow 
morning. 


When they 
finally 
caught up 
with Artoo, 
Threepio 
became 
angry and 
began to 
shout at 
him for 
running 
away. But 
suddenly 
the little 
‘droid began 
beeping 
wildly. 

They were 
in danger! 


Sir... he says that Tusken 
some strange creatures Raiders,** 
“\ are coming this way! I'll bet! 


th ) They kill 


for the 
fun of it! 


*an instrument which shows that something made of metal is nearby 
**large creatures who wrap themselves in scraps of cloth to protect against the desert sun 
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But before Luke and the two What happened? _ Easy, son. 
‘droids could get away, a giant Where did the Come home 
Tusken Raider stepped in front Tusken Raiders with me for 
of the boy and knocked him go? What—oh, a while. 


down. Then, strangely, all was Ben Kenobi, am ___ Those crea- 
quiet, and an old man drew near. || glad to see you! _ tures could 
- return at 
any time! 


Once in Ben’s cave-like home, 
Luke told him Artoo’s story. 
When he used the name “Obi- 
wan Kenobi,” Ben smiled. 


| have not heard that name ina 

long time, but.yes—I am the one 
Artoo is looking for. What could 
the message be? 


“it ft WA: 
There she is, 


Ben. Isn‘t she j 
beautiful? | 
4 D i 


YW 
7 


y Vy 


The message over, Ben told Luke 
about the wars in which he had 
fought as a Jedi Knight.* Then he 
smiled again, and took something 
from an old chest which he handed 
to Luke. 


Your father was a Jedi Knight 
too, you know. He was one of 
the best starpilots we had. He 
asked me to give you this when 
you were old enough. 


**a small gun that shoots a laser, a powerful beam of light which makes the weapon look 


like a sword 
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General Obi-wan Kenobi, | 
am Princess Leia Organa, 
speaking to you for my fa- 
ther. Years ago you fought 
at his side .. . he begs you 
to help us again. Inside this 
‘droid are the plans to the 
Death Star battle station 
from which Darth Vader 
plans to rule our galaxy. 
Take them to my father 
on Alderaan. You’re my 
only hope! 


Ye As 


% Vg 
HEARS 


It’s your father’s lightsaber, ** 
the weapon of a Jedi Knight. 
He used it well—until Darth 
Vader, one of his fellow 
knights, tricked and killed 
him. Vader used the power 
of the Force for evil. 


The Force? 
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The Force is the 
energy field that 
holds our galaxy to- 
gether. Jedi Knights 
knew how to control fam} 
that energy and use 
it to do good. You 
must learn about the 
Force, too, Luke, so 
you can come with 
me to Alderaan. Ee 


| can't go 
to Alder- 
aan... 
#| but I'll 
take you 
as far as 


: No Tusken They must have been tracking the 
Out in the | Raiders did ‘droids. If they got this far, they 
desert this! Only must have learned who the ‘droids 
again, Imperial were sold to. .. . Oh, no! 
Luke and | stormtroopers* ics 
Ben came | could have 
upon the | blasted these 
ruins of ! 
a Jawa ‘) 
sand- 
crawler, 
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‘ |’m very sorry, 2 I-I'll take 
3)! Luke... but { you to Mos 
if Artoo hadn‘t Sj Eisley. | 
run off, you'd !3 A, want to 
= ” Z become a 
too. The Force a Jedi Knight 
‘Nis with you! and—I'll 
\ 1% J — come with 
\ ok. Ah = you to 
7 Alderaan! 


—— 


need to 
see your 
identifi- 
cation. ... 
These are 
—not the 
/ /‘droids we 


‘are looking 


What happened back there? 
Why did they let us go? 


The Force is 
a help in times 
of trouble. 
But now let’s 
try to find 
that pilot | 
was telling 
you about. 
His ship can 
get us to 
Alderaan. 
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They met Han Solo and his friend Chewbacca near docking bay* 94 
where their starship Millennium Falcon was waiting. 


You want ten It may not /ook like Listen, Han, if you can 

thousand to fly much, but the Fa/con get us to Alderaan we'll 

us to Alderaan can outrun even an pay you seventeen 

in that piece Imperial starship thousand—two thousand 

of junk? built for speed! now and the rest when 
we get there. 


It’sa deal! Good. I‘ll— 
| think we're 
ready NOW! 


Chewie! Deflec- 
tor shields, ** 
quick. Get us 
out of here! 


*a place like an airplane hangar where spaceships are kept 
**beams of energy which keep the ship from being hit 


~—— 
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Look! A warship gaining on It is, as soon as we make 
With a roar | us! | thought you said this the big jump to hyper- 


the Millen- | thing was fast! space.* Strap yourself in, 
boy; we’re about to lose 


i Fal- Uy) s 
con lifted Ly, our followers! 
Ca a aa di ee =) 7 
in the dock-I\ Gm x : 
ing bay and \ aN Ef hse aes 
headed for ES; [oe Ope : 
= A\| i: | 
deep space. ny ay Lm Ml 
y, Ny ( qt ig y i| , f 
f 


ay WS 
YYW yi () Ml AN) 
AQ ad 4 


As the Falcon rushed on to Alderaan, 
however, Darth Vader and his friend 
Governor** Tarkin were questioning 
Princess Leia. 


But before we say good- 
bye, | thought we should 
show you what this 
battle station can do.... 


Since you have I’m not sur- 
not seen fit to tell Prised, Governor 
Tarkin. But | 


us what we want 
to know, t have 
given the order to 
have you killed. 


have already 
told Vader, here, 
that you would 
get nothing 


**someone in charge of running a city—or a group of planets 


18 CONTEMPORARY MOTIVATORS 


Meanwhile, inside the Millen- 
nium Falcon, Ben was teaching 
Luke how to make use of the 
Force. Suddenly . . . 


What the—? . It’s been 
That cloud blown to bits! 
of dust— me We're being 
that’s hit by pieces 
Alderaan! m of Alderaan! 


And you call No matter, my 

yourselves dear. You will 

humans! soon see the rest 
of your friends die 
the same way. No 
one will be able to 
fight against the 
Death Star! 


" That’s no moon. It’s & 
I can’t! Some great force— [MM a space station: the 


a beam of some kind—is Death Star! 
pulling us toward that moon]} = 
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The Falcon, They come in 
dragged in- handy now and 
to a dock- : then. But we 
ing bay on Sasa PZ can’t leave un- 
the Death ie . 4 til we get rid of 
Star, was . a ZA the beam that 
boarded Zs Y pulled us in! 
by a group - > 
of storm- 
troopers. 
But they 
found 
nothing, 
and soon 
went away. 
_— 
Just then two more stormtroopers 
boarded the ship. There was a loud Artoo says Princess 
crash. ‘ Leia is here! She’s 
That wasa_ Artoo and Threepio— in cell block** 


good piece _ find the command cen- 
of work, ter* and learn every- 

Luke! thing you can from the 
What's the § station’s computer. Han, 
next plan? ‘@ and | will look for a 
way out of here. 


oa 


lh 
*a place from which men and machines can operate 
**part of a jail; each block contains a certain number of cells 
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Very rich. And if we rescue her, 

== the reward would be more money 

than you can count! 
» s\ VS 


But Han 
was in no 
mood to 
risk his 
neck ress 
cuing any- 
one. No- 
thing Luke 
said could 


They're part of my | Dressed as stormtroopers, Han 
lildo it} Plan, I'll put them and ‘Luke walked through halls 
What are 0n Chewbacca and—| guarded by cameras and gates 


i no, you put them ith electronic* locks. 
verde on Chewbacca. The EE OIUEE SOC: , 
handcuffs? guards will think Here’s the We'll have 


we're taking him prison area. to bluff our 
Now what? 4, way in! 
sg A 


to a cell. 


*operated by computers or laser beams 
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Where are 
you going N 
with this— $ 


Prisoner 
transfer* 


In the com- 
motion** 
Luke ran 
off through 
the broken 
gates. Find- 
ing Leia’s 
cell, he 
blasted 

his way 
through 


Kenobi is here? 
Let’s go to him 
quickly! ... 


“moving a prisoner from one cell to another 
**noise and excitement 


Se 
plone nuh ~ 
m / 

WE 


’ They’re on 


What is this, 
all about? 


our side. 

But it looks 
like our way 
out has been 


sis loose! He'll & 
from block 


What? Oh, the 
uniform. I’m 
not a storm- 
trooper. My 
name is Luke 
Skywalker and 
I’m here to res- 


Kenobi and 
your ‘droids 
are here too. 

(WW, 
(as 
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Quickly Leia blasted open a 
small grate* in the wall. 
g a y, i . i 


| guess it’s 
up to me 
to save us! 
Jump in 
here after 


But just 
then the 
walls of 
the garbage 
dump 
shook and 
moved a 
few inches 
closer to- 
gether. A 
moment 
later Luke 
rose, 
choking, 
from the 
slime. 


What 


**a slippery liquid 


Whatever it was 
happened? just let me go. But 
these walls are clo- 
sing in on us! 


They found themselves in a 
room filled with all kinds of 
garbage. Suddenly from under 
the slime** something reached 
qut toward Luke. 


Hey, what’s going =It’s pulling 


on? Something’s ggLuke under! 


This is a trash 

compactor.*** 

We'll be crushed 
! 
/ 


) <'|| to death in here 
2N ENN 
. AY ERK A, 


7 yl 


***a bin that squeezes a lot of garbage into a very small pile 
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Maybe these 
beams will 


[Threepio! 
Close down 
the garbage 
mashers! 
Close them 
down! 


It’s no use. They're | 
breaking! i 


the garbage 
mashers! 


From the command center | 
Threepio unlocked a gate in 
the garbage dump and the 
four friends climbed out. 
Meanwhile, Ben had been 
working in another part of 
the station trying to knock 


It’s OK! 

. It’s OK! 
* _ The walls 
What? _ have 


Oh, yes stopped! 
sir! | 
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Finishing 
his job, Ben 
moved 
quickly and 
quietly . 
through the 
long halls. 
Finally he 
saw the 
Falcon just 
ahead in the 
docking bay. 


There’s the 
ship. The 
others must 
be waiting 


We meet 
again at 
last, Obi- 
AE wan 
wm) Kenobi. 
| knew 
S] you were 


here. | 
could 
fee/ it!, 


Luke, Leia, Han, and Ghewbacca, 
meanwhile, had found the two 
‘droids and were running for the 
ship. But they stopped short at 
the other side of the docking bay 
when they saw Ben and Darth 
Vader. 
That's 


Ons Come on 
i-wan ‘re everyone! 
Kenobi! bas A We can get 
Darth Vader fight! to the ship 
will kill him!,,— — while the 
5 ‘ guards are 
watching 


Your powers 
are weak, old: 
man. You 
should never 
have come back. 


~ You only know half the 
Force, Darth. If | kill you, 


you will die. But if you cut 
me down, | will only become 
stronger! 
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The Falcon’s hatch closed, 
and the ship rose from its 
pad and headed out into 
space. None of the people 
inside, however, knew that 
their spacecraft had been 
bugged. ** Vader was fol- 
lowing their every move! 


his saber into the air and brought it 
down on the old man. His robe was 
cut neatly into two parts, but Ben 
had vanished. * 

Ben! No! 
Vader's ' 
killed him! glate! 


As Ben finished speaking, Vader me 


' 
t's too 8 Come on— 
into the ship! 


— Princess Leia—you‘re 
So this is the Rebel base that safe! When ve henna 


i ! 
Darth Vader wants to wipe out! about Alderaan, we 
«were afraid that you 
were lost, too! 


With Leia 
as guide, 
the Fal- 
con flew 
through 


the planet 
Yavin. 


“disappeared into the air 
**fitted with a small beeper which reveals to anyone listening in where a ship is headed 


26 CONTEMPORARY MOTIVATORS 


There is no 
time to be sad, 
Commander. 
We may: have 
been followed, 
and if so, our 


attack on the 
Death Star will 1 
have to be very 
soon. All the 
plans are in the 
R-2 unit. 


- 


Soon after, 


pied nen = against large-scale 
ae eel cee attacks, but a few 
called toa qe) one-man fighters 
meeting. might get through. 
There is an un- 
i guarded shaft that 
—_ runs into the sta- 
t-— tion’s reactor 


© The Death Star 
is heavily shielded* 


(Ba 


A808 ar an fwhole station. 


/— system.** A direct 
hit on the reactor 
will blow up the 


The fighters will 
have to fly down 
this narrow shaft 
and level off. The 
target is only two 
meters* ** across, 
and must be hit at 
a ninety-degree 
angle for the shot 
to work. It won’t 
be easy! 


* guarded, in this case by a laser screen and huge guns 
**the center where atomic fuel is burned to run a city—or a battle station 
***a little over six feet wide, a very small target for a plane to hit 


Luke was or- 


dered to fly 
with the red 
squadron. * 
Before he 
took off, 
he went to 
say goodbye 
to Han and 


Chewbacca. |_ 
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What good is a reward if I’m 
not around to spend it? But 
good luck to you, Luke, and 
may the Force be with you! 


e Cx 
e %, ie 
rraeRW 


| see you got your 
reward... but 
won't you come 
with us? 


Z, = 


*a group of planes or spaceships 


Gold squadron, this is Gold leader. We 
are coming in to target at one point 
three .. . Lock in deflector shields... 
begin attack speed... 
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Nearing the Death Star, the gold attack force prepared to dive 
toward the target. 


ES This is Gold Leader. This is Red Leader. We'll try to 
We're starting for the = keep them from going after you! 
target shaft now. z May the Force be with you! 


For what 
seemed like 
hours, the red 
group fought 
with enemy 
fighters to 
draw their * 
fire away 
from the 
gold force. 
But great 
bursts of 
fire in the 
target shaft 
told them 
that the 
gold ships had 
been stopped. 
The first 
attack had 


failed. 
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Next, Red Leader and two of his ships headed into the target shaft. 
But Darth Vader was right behind them. 


im Red Five, this is Red Leader. | got off a shot at the target, but it 
Ea didn’t goin. ... It’s up to you, now Luke. The others are gone— 


That was Darth Vader 
a Y behind you, Red Leader. 
—____*-,/| could see—No! 


There was only one chance left. No one knew it better than the three 
pilots who headed into the shaft for their last shot at the Death Star. 


They got Biggs, Luke .. . and my ship’s : = 
been hit... don’t know if | can keep : Easy does 
control... you do it, Luke! it, Luke. 


What? That last 
\ voice—it—it 


ay, Mang 
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Chewbacca! | 
knew they 
couldn't back 
out of a fight \ 
like this! Ill 
hit that target 


Easy, Luke. Trust 
your feelings. Use 
the Force... 


Moving in 
on the tar- 
get, Luke 
fired, then 
shot up and 
away from 
the Death 
Star. Be- 
hind him 
he could 
see Darth 
Vader's 
crippled 
ship spin- 
ning out 
of control 
and head- 
ing for 
deep space. 


You did it, Kid! 
Good shot! 
That was one in 
a million! 


Glad you were here, Han. Now 
let’s get away before this station 
blows out of the sky! 
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And moments later, the Death Star 
exploded into a million pieces. 


The next day a great ceremony * was held at the Rebel base to honor 
the heroes. Once again that part of the galaxy was free. 


Now the great modern classics can be part of a child’s 
personal reading program! He can soar with the Flying 
Tigers over the China-Burma border, storm Guadalcanal 
with the U.S. Marines, and rocket into space with Luke 


Skywalker to destroy the evil Death Star. ... 


Each of the great: books in the CONTEMPORARY 
MOTIVATORS series is an illustrated adaptation of a 
modern novel read widely in today’s schools. One can 
see, then, that this series is suitable for youngsters at 
almost all levels of reading ability. More than that, the 
CONTEMPORARY MOTIVATORS prove that modern 
literature can truly be a fun part of a child’s world! 
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